CONNECT 2011TANn MovE Your
BusINESSFORWARD

Experience new strategies, new tools and new energy,
Sept. 21-24, 2011, in Minneapolis

For p-h-c contractors, the only place to be
September 21-24 is at CONNECT 2001, where
three powerhouses — the Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
Contractors—National Association, the Construction
Contractors’ Alliance (CCA) and Quality Service
Contractors (QSC) — are teaming up for the biggest
and best annual convention tailored exclusively to
the p-h-c industry.

This year’s schedule is packed with new
business-building ideas and tactics to increase your
profits, run your business more efficiently and learn
about new technologies and trends. More than 20
education sessions will be offered, ranging from
managing the younger, changing workforce, to
opportunities in the mature market.

Experts will provide valuable advice on topics like:
X hydronic heating and solar thermal systems;
X social media;
Xretirement financial planning;
X selling energy and water audits;
X how to calculate profit;

Ximproving profitability with mobile devices,
and much more!

Since QSC’s and CCA’s programming will
run concurrently with CONNECT 2011, this is an
ideal opportunity to explore what these two PHCC
enhanced service groups offer. Also, PHCC’s Union-
Affiliated Contractors (UAC) will offer educational
sessions for the union-employing contractors.

CONNECT 2011 is supported by the
contributions of event partners that have helped

PHCC offer this valuable, comprehensive program.
This year’s partners are: Diamond — Bradford White
Corp., Federated Insurance, InSinkErator and Kohler
Co.; Platinum — Viega; Gold — Hammond Valve,
PHCC Educational Foundation, Reed Mfg. Company
and WinWholesale; Silver — Delta Faucet Co., Moen
and NIBCO.

If you attend any industry event this year, make
sure it’s CONNECT 2011. For more information,
visit www.phccweb.org/CONNECT, e-mail
Connect2011@naphcc.org, or call (800) 533-7694.
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ProTECTOUR CHILDREN

KNowAND OBEY
ScHoolBus Laws

Remind your employees that school is in session
again and they should be alert for school buses
and children. When you see a yellow school bus
be prepared to stop! School bus laws are designed
to protect children, not to make motorists late for
work, late for an appointment or late for whatever
is so important that motorists disregard a stopped,
flashing school bus. Consider this, would you rather
be late or be responsible for the death of a child?

The majority of children injured or Killed in
pupil transportation are not injured or killed on the
school bus, but outside the bus. Most are struck by
motorists who fail to stop for the flashing red lights
and extended stop arm. The area around the bus is
often referred to as the “DEATH ZONE.”

When the red lights at the top of the bus
are flashing and the stop arm panel is extended,
motorists are required to STOP at any location. This
includes, but is not limited to, motorists traveling
from either direction on a two-lane roadway;
motorists traveling in any lane on a one-way street;
and/or motorists traveling through parking lots.

The only exception to this law is as follows:

The driver of a vehicle upon a
highway having four or more lanes
which permits at least two lanes of
traffic to travel in opposite directions
need not stop such vehicle upon
meeting a school bus which is stopped

in the opposing roadway; and need

not stop such vehicle when driving
upon a controlled access highway
when passing a school bus traveling

in either direction that is stopped in a
loading zone adjacent to the surfaced or
improved part of the controlled access
highway where pedestrians are not
permitted to cross.

Flashing amber lights are activated during the
last 100 feet traveled by the school bus before
stopping within an urban area (200 feet outside
an urban area). The amber flashing signal lamps
serve as a pre-warning that the bus is preparing to
stop. Flashing red lights and the extended stop arm
mean that the bus is stopped to either load or unload
school children.

Any person convicted of passing a stopped
school bus will lose his/her driving privileges for 3
months and be fined $150. If a motorist is convicted
a second or subsequent time within 5 years of the
original conviction, his/her driving privileges will
be suspended for one year and he/she will be fined
$500.

If you have any questions regarding school
bus regulations, contact the Illinois Department
of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety,
Commercial Vehicle Safety Section at
(217) 785-1181 or TTY (217) 524-4875.
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