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PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS

by Paul Buddy
[llinois PHCC President

partner, is always working on new legislation. If you have
any suggestions or would like to see new legislation intro-
1 duced or if you have questions or concerns, please contact
S Bev in the Springfield office or call me. New Legislative
Directories will be printed in February and mailed to all
pudllinois PHCC members along with our most current leg-
islative update.

at Our CEU class will be held on March 18, 2011, fol-
andowed by the annual Expo at Drury Lane Conference

Happy New Year!

It is with renewed vigor that we enter into 2011 witl
hopes of an improving economy and encouraging sign
that the construction industry is on the upswing.

Thank you to the many associations for their gracic
invitations to entertaining holiday events.

led like to thank PAMCANI, my local association th
hosted the early Holiday Social/Legislative Reception &

Conference Kick-Off at the Brookfield Zoo. It was well

Center in Oakbrook Terrace. If you are interested in regis-

attended and everyone had a great time.

On Decembert@, | attended the
Bloomington/Normal Associationes holiday party which
was held at the Par- A- Dice Hotel & Casino in East
Peoria. It was good to see all of the local contractors a
families.

Three days later, Paula and | drove to Harrisburg t
attend the Egyptian Associationes holiday party. It was
held in a restored mansion that is now a beautiful bed
breakfast. We enjoyed the local hospitality, but it was 1
fun driving home nine hours in a blizzard.

On December 16, Bev and I attended the Great
Southwestern lllinois Associationes meeting and holida
party. It was nice to meet all of the local contractors ar
associate members and partake in a delicious meal at
Andriass Restaurant in OsFallon.

Again, | would like to thank all of the associations fi
their invitations and hospitality shown to me during this
holiday season.

The new legislative session will begin in mid-
January. As always, we will be watching and working ¢
issues that affect our industry. IMSCA, our legislative

tering for the CEU class, please contact Shelly in the
Springfield office. Registration must be in advance as no
walk-ins are allowed. There are a limited number of
booths available to all of our associate members and reps.

no” youed like to take this opportunity to promote your
product to a great number of plumbers and contractors,
please contact Bev.

O

The day prior to the Expo, Elkay will be sponsoring a
anf&ctory tour of their plant on March 47 You must be
o pre-registered to attend this function.

Beginning Januarysi Illinois law requires that all
company trucks must be identified with your company
name in 2Z high by %7 wide letters, and must include

y o
lumbing license number.

g your p
If you havenst already done so, donet forget to pay
your lllinois PHCC dues for 2011. Please encourage non
...members to join this month in order to receive a full

year of benefits.

or

Take care and God Bless,

Paul
n
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MESSAGE FROM THE AUXILIARY PRESIDENT -
ExPO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Holiday Season has come and gone. | hope

everyone had a joyous time. Now we need to focus or

one of our busiest and important events of the year. |
personally asking for all auxiliary members to come an
volunteer for the Expo on March 18, 2011.

Help is needed to sign in and out usually about 600

people for the CEU class. If you have volunteered in tf
past, you know exactly how many people are required
accomplish this in a timely manner.

Also, we will need help at the Expo registration tabl
Everyone who attends the Expo must be registered be

product show goes from noon to 5:00 p.m. and in the past,
attendance has run anywhere from 1,500 to 2,000 people.
4IRS you can see, many volunteers will be needed during
this time.

Remember, we will also be selling T-Shirts and skull

caps during the CEU class and product show.
ne

to Come show your support for the lllinois PHCC and
Auxiliary by volunteering.

egveryone in March.

ore Donna Jany

| am looking forward to seeing

they can get through the doors to see the products. Tr

CALENDAR

FEBRUARY 8-11, 2011

Cross Connection Control Class
Joliet, IL

MARCH 15-18, 2011

Cross Connection Control Class
Moline, IL

MARCH 18, 2011

lllinois PHCC Expo & Educational Day
Drury Lane Conference Center
Oakbrook Terrace, IL

MARCH 19, 2011

lllinois PHCC & Auxiliary Board Meetings
Hilton Suites
Oakbrook Terrace, IL

e lllinois PHCC Auxiliary President

oF EVENTS

APRIL 7-9, 2011

QSC Power Meetlng
Nashville, TN

MAY 11, 12, 2011

PHCC Legislative Conference
Arlington, VA

MAY 18-20, 2011

UAC Unity Conference
Orland Park, IL

JUNE 9-11, 2011

[llinois PHCC Convention
Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
Normal, IL

SEPTEMBER 21-24, 2011

PHCC National Convention
Minneapolis, MN &
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CERTIFIEDINSPECTOR
ExaM TO BE(GVEN AT
2011 ExpPo

The lllinois Department of Public Health Plumbing
Program will be conducting an examination for Certified

Plumbing Inspectors on Friday, March 18th at the Drury

Lane Conference Center in Oakbrook Terrace, lllinois.
The exam will be held in conjunction with the lllinois
PHCC Expo and Educational Day. Applications for
examination must be received by the IDBBidays prior
to the test date Complete the application and return it {
the IDPH, Office of Health Protection, Plumbing Progr
at 525 W. Jefferson St., Springfield, lllinois, 62761. C
217-524-0791 with any questions regarding the exam.
The applications may be obtained by using the link on
lllinois PHCC website at www.ilphcc.com.

PHCC MMBER HRM
WINS AWARD

John Baethke & Son Plumbing, Inc. of Chicago has
been awarded the Torch Award for
Marketplace Ethics on behalf of the Better Business
Bureau.

) . :
According to the Better Business Bureau, *These

awards are presented to companies who have made
+Doing It RightZ part of their everyday business prac-
tices.Z

John Baethke & Son Plumbing was recognized at an
oAwards Luncheon on Decembert®at the Holiday Inn
nMart Plaza. Those who have been awarded were selected
||1by an independent panel of judges.

The lllinois PHCC congratulates John and his firm on
h@eir award.

DIOSH Dy
2011

The 20th Annual Downstate lllinois Occupational
Safety & Health Day is scheduled for Wednesday, Mar
2nd at the Peoria Civic Center. DIOSH Day is for

ch

employers, employees, and all others interested in safety

and health. Experts in the field will present a program

on

the most current issues in safety and health today. Many

governmental agencies will have booths in the exhibit

area. This a great opportunity to get your workplace safe-

ty question answered in a neutral setting.

Attendees will have the opportunity to network with

hundreds of safety professionals and learn about resources
available to employers. In addition to government agen-
cies, over 40 other exhibitors will demonstrate many use-

ful and innovative products and services.

For more information or to register, call 1-877-346-
7432 or visit wvw.DIOSHDay.com.

The lllinois PHCC is a co-sponsor of this annual
event and also has registration materials available.
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SALES Tax RATE
CHANGE SUMMARY

EFFECTIVE JANUARY
2011

Effective January 1, 2011, certain taxing jurisdic-
tions have imposed a local sales tax or changed their
local sales tax rate on general merchandise sales. Home
rule sales tax and business district sales tax are affect-
ed. Retailers must adjust their cash register and any
computer program so that beginning on January 1, 2011,
they will collect and pay the correct sales tax.
Retailers need to contact their software vendor if they use
software to create forms.

To verify the new combined sales tax rate (i.e. state
and local sales taxes), go to fhiex Rate Finder on the
lllinois Department of Revenue website at
tax.illinois.gov and select rates for January 2011.

The Department of Revenue also published an
Information Bulletin which has Frequently Asked
Questions and contact information &3

NEw LAw REQUIRES
CONSTRUCTION
VEHICLES
TO BE LETTERED

As of January 1, 2011, the lllinois Vehicle Code
now requires that all trucks, vans, and trailers used by
contractors and subcontractors are to be lettered with the
company name. Letters are to be a minimum of two
inches tall and at least one half inch wide. Removable
magnetic or vinyl signs will be allowed. Remember that
you must include your plumbing license number when
lettering your vehicles. The fine for non-compliance is a
minimum of $500. &
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HRE SAFETY
H AMMABLE
LIQUIDS

Flammable liquids (such as fuels, solvents, and clean- Take the following safety precautions whenever you
ing products) can ignite with explosive force, causing handle flammable liquids:

extensive property damage, injury, disability or death t0 ¢ Njever fill a container completely: rather, fill the con-

anyone nearby. Every year we read in the newspaper ahgilt, 15 8094 capacity. If the container is labeled as one
someone being burned or killed as a result of the acc'deﬁéllon, only put a maximum of one gallon of liquid into it,

tal ignition of flammable liquids. even if there is extra space left in the container. Leaving a

Flammable liquids must be stored in approved glassyapor space in the can will allow the liquid to expand
plastic, or metal containers, depending on the quantity amtien the temperature changes. An explosion could result
liquid being stored. Flammable liquids measuring from 1if the container is completely full.
pint to 5 gallons (depending on the liquides class) can be
stored in glass or approved plastic. Metal cans or drums € When transporting a flammable liquid in a vehicle,
are necessary for amounts exceeding 1 or 5 gallons  place the container in the bed of a pickup truck or the
(depending on the liquides class). All containers used fortrunk of a car, never in the passenger compartment of the
the storage of any flammable liquid must be clearly vehicle. The potential release of vapors inside the passen-
labeled with the name of the material stored inside. ger compartment can put the people inside the vehicle in

It is very important not to store or use flammable ”q_danger.

uids around an ignition source. The vapors, not the liquid o _ _
. . I - € Always store flammable liquid cans in a fireproof
itself, ignite. Ignition sources for flammable liquids can be | . o _

. . L . cabinet or storage locker when not in use. This will restrict
any open flame including a lit cigarette, a lighter, and the release of ignitable Vanors
turning a light switch on or off. Static electricity, which g POrs.
;:giri]titc))er"] caused simply by walking, is another source of € When using a fire extinguisher, point the nozzle

directly at the base of the fire, not the flame.
Make sure all storage drums are grounded whenever

you transfer liquids from one container to another. If you € Never smoke within 50 feet of a flammable liquid
keep the storage drum permanently in one place, it showdntainer. Vapors, which are invisible, can travel away
be grounded at all times. Grounding the drum prevents from the container and ignite.

ignition from static electricity. To ground a drum, drive a

steel rod into the ground and attach a wire to both the Follow these rules of safety when handling flammable
drum and the grounding rod. liquids and you will reduce your chances of injury or ill-

Place fire extinguishers near any area where flammdless- Remember to practice safety. Donet learn it by acci-
dspt

ble liquids are used or stored. Training in the proper use
a fire extinguisher is necessary. Always use flammable lig-

uids in a well-ventilated area unless respiratory protectiog This art'di\wf’ Erowdzdsby t.h@ugllty Serfv::fm@_
is available. Donet use the liquids unless youeve been ontractors...An Enhanced Service Group o t

properly trained to do so the QSC website at: http://www.qgsc-phcc.org

22 ILLNOIS MASTER PLUMBER, JANUARY 2011



Illinois PHCC
821 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, lllinois 62704

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Springfield, IL
Permit No. 137




