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Welcoming the ‘Next Chapter’ in Our IL State Chapter’s Leadership

	 You, my industry peers, have made the past year that I have spent as your state PHCC chapter President a 
very worthwhile and satisfying experience.  After all, 
the clear purpose of a trade association is to bring 
together professionals from the same occupation who 
are driven to improve it, grow it, and guide it. I see 
our contractor members of the IL PHCC as individual 
links in a long and strong chain, with everyone pulling 
jointly for the benefit of all of us who belong. We’re 
further reinforced by our associate members, on 
whom we count on for the tools, equipment, products, 
supplies, and services to best fulfill our obligation to 
our customers. The Board leads our state association 
in collaboration with our Executive Director (Bev) 
and Associate Director (Shelly). The PHCC National 
fortifies us further with the comradery and power of 
over 3,000 members coast to coast. Our local chapter 
officers and executive directors take care of us “close 
to home.” And the dedicated helping hands of the 
Auxiliary and all our other volunteers complete the 
picture. It’s a tapestry of people devoted to our industry 
and livelihood. It’s been said before, and it’s always 
true: None of us is as strong as all of us.

  	  The annual meeting and installation for the incoming 
IL PHCC Board will take place on June 11 at the Par-
A-Dice Hotel in East Peoria. Your incoming President 
is my friend and fellow contractor Tom Mahoney 
from “Little Tommy’s Plumbing Shop,” and you can 
rest assured that our state chapter will continue to 
be in good hands. Tom will benefit – as I did – from 
committed Board members who generously donate 
their time to ensure that we represent our members by 
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President’s Thoughts
- by Kevin Kuhn

Illinois PHCC President



planning pertinent educational topics through our CE offerings; by monitoring and being responsive to legislative 
developments affecting all aspects of the plumbing and HVAC industries; by maintaining and continually enhancing 
our “Expo,” meetings, and events; by keeping a watchful eye on regulatory matters; by informing our members 
through the monthly “Illinois Master Plumber” print newsletter, email communiques, and the chapter’s website; 
and by being available to provide practical resources and services to our contractor and associate members. It’s 
been a privilege to help lead the IL PHCC with the backing and input of the Board, the members, the staff and the 
Auxiliary. 

	 In closing, I would like to sincerely thank those who have served with me throughout my years on the IL 
PHCC Board, and I look forward to my ongoing involvement in our local, state and national associations. I also 
would like to recognize and express my appreciation to my colleagues at RJ Kuhn Plumbing, Heating & Cooling 
for their unwavering support, encouragement and assistance throughout my term as your state chapter President. 
Lastly, I am proud to acknowledge and share my gratitude for the amazing, talented and hard-working staff of the 
IL PHCC. Bev and Shelly often serve “behind the scenes” so I realize it can be easy to overlook how crucial their 
organizational skills, experience and know-how truly are to what makes our state chapter among the best of the 
best. I salute these fine people for all they do for us. 

Congratulations to our Board as the next term begins in June!

 All the best - Kevin
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STYLE THAT DROPS IN!

Acorn-Sinks®, a new line of versatile stainless steel drop in and undermount sinks, 
features single and double bowl configurations, including for ADA purposes, with hole 
punch options and sound-deadening pads.

Ideal for commercial and institutional applications such as. . .

• Classrooms
• Restaurant prep
• Lobby bars

Acorn-Sinks feature lasting durability and an appealing aesthetic that 
complements any countertop. Sinks can be customized with single  
or double basins, drop-in or undermount styles, and various  
sizes, faucet configurations, and basin depths.

• Office building break rooms
• Healthcare patient rooms
• Assisted living units

LEARN MORE BY CONTACTING HSA AND FOLLOWING US ON OUR SOCIAL PLATFORMS.

890 Supreme Drive     |     Bensenville, IL 60106     |     630-458-8816     |     www.hsarep.com     |     quotes@hsarep.com
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Plumbing Code Advisory Council
Springfield, IL

MAY 20, 2026

CCA Fall Meeting
Kohler, WI

SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2026

IL PHCC Annual Meeting & Installation Dinner
Par-a-Dice Hotel
East Peoria, IL

JUNE 11, 2026

Online CEU Class

SEPTEMBER 25, 2026

IL PHCC Annual Meeting & Installation Dinner
Par-a-Dice Hotel
East Peoria, IL

JUNE 12, 2026

CONNECT 2026
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

OCTOBER 19-22, 2026
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We Remember  
     THOSE WHO GAVE ALL

Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United States for mourning the U.S. military personnel who 
died while serving in the United States Armed Forces. It is observed on the last Monday of May. It is also 
considered to be the unofficial beginning of summer. 

Memorial Day is a time for visiting cemeteries and memorials to mourn the military personnel who died in 
the line of duty. Volunteers will place American flags on the graves of those military personnel in national 
cemeteries. 

The first national observance of what would become Memorial Day occurred on May 30, 1868. Then 
known as Decoration Day, the holiday was proclaimed by Commander-in-Chief John A. Logan of the Grand 
Army of the Republic – a fraternal organization of veterans – to honor Union soldiers who had died in the 
American Civil War. This national observance followed the example of many local observances which were 
begun between the end of the Civil War and Logan’s declaration. Many cities and people have claimed to 
be the first to observe it, however, the National Cemetery Administration, a division of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, credits Mary Ann Williams of the Ladies Memorial Association of Columbus, Georgia 
with originating the idea of an annual date to decorate the graves of Civil War veterans with flowers. 

Official recognition as a holiday spread among the states, beginning with New York in 1873. By 1890, 
every union state had adopted it. The world wars turned it into a day of remembrance for all members of the 
U.S. military who fought and died in service. In 1968, Congress changed its observance to the last Monday 
in May, and in 1971 standardized its name as “Memorial Day.” Two other days celebrate those who have 
served or are serving in the U.S. military: Armed Forces Day, which is earlier in May, a ceremonial U.S. 
day of commemoration for honoring those currently serving in the armed forces, and Veterans Day on 
November 11, a legal holiday which honors all those who have served in the United States Armed Forces. 
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Friday, June 12, 2026 
 7:30 am  Breakfast 

 8:30 am PHCC Board Meeting  

 8:30 am Auxiliary Board Meeting  

Thursday, June 11, 2026 

 5:30 pm  Annual Meeting/Installation  
  Reception 

 6:30 pm  Dinner /Auxiliary’s Silent Auction 

Name (s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Illinois PHCC would like to invite you to our 133rd annual meeting and dinner to be held on June 11th at 
the Par-a-Dice Hotel in East Peoria  Please join us in East Peoria as we thank our outgoing officers and  
install our newly elected leaders.   

The annual meeting and installation of officers will be held at 5:30pm on Thursday, followed by dinner at 
6:30pm and the Auxiliary’s Silent Auction.  

The event concludes on Friday morning with breakfast & meetings of the Illinois PHCC and the Auxiliary 
Board of Directors.  As always, these meetings are open to all members.   

There is no charge for PHCC contractor members and Auxiliary members (and spouses/guests) to attend, but 
you will need to RSVP by May 26, 2026  so that you don’t miss this great opportunity for networking and  
participating in your state association’s meetings.  Please RSVP to shelly@ilphcc.com. We look forward to 
seeing you in East Peoria.   

Illinois PHCC has a special group rate of $109.00. Reservations can be made by calling 309-326-4562 and ref-
erence group code PHCF26C.   The special rate will be available until May 25, 2026.   Online Reservations—
Visit the following web address: https://paradice.boydgaming.com/groups-and-weddings/group-reservation 

Scroll down and enter code PHCF26C. Guests will then select your group name and choose both their 
check‑in and check‑out dates. Please note that the system defaults to June 10 check‑in and June 11 check‑out, 
so dates must be adjusted if needed. 

Attire for the event is business casual.  

Illinois PHCC Annual Meeting & Installation Event 

2026 Auxiliary Silent Auction  
 

The Auxiliary’s Silent Auction will be held on Thursday night, June 11th  at 
the Illinois PHCC annual meeting and dinner at the Par-A-Dice Hotel in East 
Peoria. The auction will include individual items, as well as baskets and we 
are asking Auxiliary members, local associations, and anyone who would 
like, to contribute items to be auctioned.  Proceeds from the auction go to 
Auxiliary scholarships and industry projects. Following are some ideas for 
baskets and items.  You are not limited to these suggestions.  Use your 
imagination and surprise us with some new ideas! 
 
Travel Basket     Kids Fun Basket 
Gift Cards                        Golf Putters/Clubs/Bags 
Chocolate Lovers Basket             Fire Pit Basket 
Sports/Event Tickets & Items    Fishing Basket 
Regional Food Items     Wine/Liquor 
Electronic Items     Vacation Stays 
Fourth of July Basket    Picnic/Cookout Basket 
Book Readers Basket    Gardening Basket 
Jewelry                 Industry Logo Clothing/Items 
 
 
I/We will be donating the following item(s) to the 2026 Silent Auction:  
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximate Value: _______ 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please email or mail this form to Becky Davis prior to May 28, 2026: 
    Becky Davis 
                        bpotts97@hotmail.com  
    P.O. Box 21 
    Deer Creek, IL  61733-0021 

 
Thank you for your support of this Auxiliary project! 
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    Platinum Sponsor—$2500.00  
  Platinum sponsorship would include a column in the Illinois Master Plumber magazine;  
  2 complimentary dinners; recognition and signage at the event; 5 minutes at the podium.  
  
              Gold Sponsor — $1000.00 
  Gold sponsorship would include mention in the Illinois Master Plumber;   
  1 complimentary dinner at the event; recognition at the event; recognition and signage at 
  the event. 
 
             Silver Sponsor — $500.00 
  Silver sponsorship would include a mention in the Illinois Master Plumber; recognition  
  with signage at the event.  
 
      Bronze Sponsor— $250.00 
  Bronze sponsorship would include a mention in the Illinois Master Plumber and  
  recognition with signage at the event.  
 
   Copper Sponsor— $100.00 
  Copper sponsorship would include recognition with signage at the event.  

 
Please call the Illinois PHCC office at (217) 522-7219  

if you need additional information.  
 

 

Contact Name____________________________________________________________  
 
Company Name (for signage)_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address_________________________________________________________________  
 
Contact’s  Phone Number___________________________________________________  
 
Contact’s Email Address __________________________________________________ 

 Check Enclosed           Bill Me  
Please complete form and e-mail, mail or fax to: 

Illinois PHCC, 821 South Grand Ave., West, Springfield, IL 62704 
Fax : (217) 522-4315     Email: shelly@ilphcc.com 

2026 Illinois PHCC  
Sponsorship Opportunities 

(Please check one) 
 

This year our annual meeting and installation of officers will be held at the  
Par-a-Dice Hotel in East Peoria, Illinois at 5:30pm on Thursday, June 11th followed by  

dinner at 6:30pm and the Auxiliary’s Silent Auction.  
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How Can Succession 
Planning Benefit 
Your Business?

Don’t Risk What You 
Have Worked To Build

You’ve spent years carefully building your business, but how 
much time have you spent creating a plan to pass your life’s 
work on to the next generation? Help to make your legacy 
secure with a sound business succession and estate plan.

Commercial Insurance  Property & Casualty | Life & Disability Income | Workers Compensation | Business Succession and Estate Planning | Bonding

Federated Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries* | federatedinsurance.com
25.02  Ed. 10/25  *Not licensed in all states.  © 2025 Federated Mutual Insurance Company

Scan to learn more about 
business succession and 
estate planning and the 

options available to help you 
plan for the future.

The content of this publication is for general information purposes only and should not be considered legal 
advice or an offer of insurance. Coverage will be determined solely by the terms of your policy, if approved 
for issue. Consult with a qualified professional to discuss questions specific to your circumstances.
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While managing a busy plumbing and HVACR business, Kevin and Rick Kuhn explain what 
motivates them to serve as leaders for both state and local contractor associations.

By S. J. Peters
PCA of Greater Chicago Executive Director

The Kuhn brothers – Kevin and Rick – have been the co-owners and operators of RJ Kuhn Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling in Oswego, Illinois, since taking over from founder and father Dick Kuhn in 2012, who 
started the company in 1972. Most plumbing and HVAC contractors likely would agree that the challenges, 
competition, and stresses of managing technicians, serving customers, and navigating a maze of regulations 
and codes already abundantly fill a typical day. Yet both brothers simultaneously and willingly have taken on 
voluntary leadership roles for two separate but inter-related employer associations.

Stepping Up to Lead
Last June, after holding increasingly responsible officer board positions for PHCC of Illinois for the six 
previous years, elder brother and company vice president Kevin was elected the state chapter’s president. 
Half a year later (in January 2026), Rick began his two-year term as the Plumbing Contractors Association 
of Greater Chicago’s 82nd President while continuing as RJ Kuhn’s company president and while a Trustee 
for the Plumbers Local 130 UA’s Health & Welfare Fund. 

In both cases, the willingness of both brothers to respectively fulfill the “top spot” for the state and local 
associations occurs in the midst of careers that were first launched through their Plumbers & Pipefitters’ five-
year apprenticeships that provided their technical training. Their dad, Dick, helped complete the brothers’ 
preparedness on how to “run the business” as Kevin and Rick observed his oversight of company operations 
and as he also took an active role throughout the years in the local contractors’ associations. 

“We both embrace the fact that contractors have a stake and an obligation to add their voices to guiding our 
trades,” according to local chapter president Rick, who has served on the PCA’s board for a dozen years. “As 
a united group, we’re best able to offer education, best practices advice, networking and practical resources 
– while at the same time we aim to monitor legislation, protect strong codes and licensing, and collaborate 
on training with our union counterparts. As I often say: none of us is as strong as all of us.” 

Kevin adds: “Moving our industry forward means that contractors should be willing to ‘step up’ for a turn at 
leadership. He continues: “Our state PHCC ties together the five local chapters in Illinois including the PCA, 
and it connects them further with an informative monthly newsletter, meetings, an annual Expo & Education 
Day, interacting with the PHCC—National’s 3,000 fellow members, and much more.” 

A Family Business Built on Industry Commitment
In addition to the extra responsibilities that go with being lead officers for their respective association Boards, 
the brothers also are active in a “sister company” – Remodeling Pros – which appropriately includes Kevin’s 

Kuhn Brothers: 
Partners in Business. 
Leaders for the Industry.



and Rick’s sister Tracy who manages the day-to-
day operations of their second firm. “We’ve seen 
Oswego go from a small town of 5,000 residents to 
40,000 as we were growing up and as our family’s 
business evolved,” Rick recalls. “Between RJ Kuhn 
and Remodeling Pros, we’ve expanded to serve our 
customers in a larger area than we imagined at the start. 
Doing things right is exactly why we’re still here.” 

Kevin further emphasizes the common vision reflected 
at both companies, but also through the associations. 
“Plumbing and HVAC, when competently performed, 
provide value, comfort, and safety to those we serve. 

PHCC and PCA are made up of professional contractors 
who have joined together to promote and maintain 
the integrity of our industries. We’re grateful for the 
confidence our peers have shown by entrusting us as 
their association leaders, and we’re doing our best to 
exceed their expectations.”

An advisor to the PHCC’s Union-Affiliated Contractors 
(UAC) Enhanced Service Group, S. J. Peters is the 
full-time executive director of the PCA of Greater 
Chicago, the Northern Illinois chapter with 300+ 
signatory contractor members in 17 counties. 
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(l-r) RJ Kuhn President Rick Kuhn; company founder and father Dick Kuhn; and Vice 
President Kevin Kuhn at the PHCC of Illinois June 2025 event that began Kevin’s state 
chapter presidency. 
 
  

 
Rick Kuhn takes the Oath of Office (by Plumbers’ Local 130 Business Manager James 
Coyne) along with the entire PCA Board for the 300-member association at the 
installation event in January. 
  

 
(l-r) Kevin Kuhn poses with mom Annetta, brother Rick Kuhn, and sister Tracy Kuhn. 
 
 

 
The Kuhn Family celebrates leadership in the industry at PCA’s Winter Social in January.  
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father Dick Kuhn; and Vice President Kevin Kuhn at the PHCC 
of Illinois June 2025 event that began Kevin’s state chapter 
presidency.

(l-r) Kevin Kuhn poses with mom Annetta, brother Rick Kuhn, 
and sister Tracy Kuhn.

Rick Kuhn takes the Oath of Office (by Plumbers’ Local 130 
Business Manager James Coyne) along with the entire PCA Board 
for the 300-member association at the installation event in January.

The Kuhn Family celebrates leadership in the industry at PCA’s 
Winter Social in January. 



   

 

 

 

This article is for general information and risk prevention only and should not be considered legal or other expert advice. The 
recommendations herein may help reduce, but are not guaranteed to eliminate, any or all risk of loss. The information herein may be 

subject to, and is not a substitute for, any laws or regulations that may apply. Some of the services referenced herein may be provided 
by third parties wholly independent of Federated. Federated provides access to these services with the understanding that neither 

Federated nor its employees provide legal or other expert advice. All products and services not available in all states. Qualified 
counsel should be sought with questions specific to your circumstances and applicable laws.  
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How Driving Choices Can Impact Your Reputation 
Your company vehicles are highly visible markers of your business in the local community. Every time your employees 
drive in a branded vehicle, they carry your company’s reputation with them.  

The Danger of Distractions 

With an easily identifiable logo on the side of a vehicle, your drivers both promote your business and give an instant 
calling card if they aren’t driving safely. With one quick search, anyone can find your business online and leave a review.  

Distracted driving isn’t just about using a phone — it includes eating, adjusting navigation, frustration and emotional 
fatigue, or anything that takes attention from the road. Most importantly, distracted driving puts lives at serious risk.  

Building a Culture of Safe Choices 

As a business owner, it’s up to you to lead by example. Give clear direction that safety comes before a quick response. 
Consider the following tips: 

• Encourage employees to pull over before returning calls or texts.  
• Create policies that clearly outline acceptable and unacceptable behavior while driving. 
• Hold regular safety meetings to discuss safe driving behavior and expectations behind the wheel. 
• Give drivers the training and support they need to eliminate distractions. 

Protect Your Reputation 

By addressing distracted driving, you can help protect your employees, the communities you serve, and your reputation. 
Recognize and reward safe driving behavior, and make safety a key part of your company’s culture. This can help build 
trust, strengthen your brand’s reputation, and make roads safer. 

Federated Insurance® offers safe driving resources, telematics tools, and more to help keep your drivers safe. Reach out to 
your local marketing representative to learn more. 

 



890 Supreme Drive   |   Bensenville, IL   |   630-458-8816   |   www.hsarep.com   |   quotes@hsarep.com

PLUMBING 
INDUSTRY EXPERTISE
PERSONIFIED
At Herkowski Stickler and Associates, we foster strong  

relationships with our customers and manufacturers. Our  

seasoned sales and technical teams offer a seamless experience 

before, during, and after the sale.

HSA’s enhanced capabilities support customers comprehensively 

by streamlining our product lines’ sales and installation processes. 

Drawing on years of experience, HSA has evolved through market 

analysis and foresight, blending expertise with a diverse range of 

products and services to meet evolving needs.
STEVE STICKLER 

 & JOE HERKOWSKI

LEARN MORE BY FOLLOWING HSA ON SOCIAL!

MEET OUR TEAM 
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The Spring Session of the 104th Illinois General Assembly is nearing the adjournment deadline of May 31st.  
House bills listed in House Rules or Senate bills listed in Assignments are considered dead for this session unless 
they have been granted an extension.   There are several bills that address building requirements and housing that 
we are watching along with other bills that may be amended.  These are not included in this report as they are 
very fluid at this time. Below are some other industry related bills that we have been watching and working on.  

Plumbing/Piping/Trade Related Bills:
HB 1612 (K BUCKNER) Creates the Illinois Appliance Standards Act. Directs the Illinois EPA to adopt minimum 
efficiency standards for covered products. Provides for testing, certification, and labeling of covered products. These 
standards will apply to commercial and residential faucets, water coolers, water heaters, toilets, urinals, showers, 
irrigation controllers and more.  Re-referred to House Rules. 

HB 4272 (M. CRAWFORD) Provides that no person shall sell to a consumer in the State a non-externally vented 
natural gas appliance unless a label on the gas appliance bears a specified warning message. Re-referred to House Rules.  

HB 4361 (K. STUART) Provides that an individual performing plumbing inspections shall be licensed under the Illinois 
Plumbing License Law and shall be exempt from the certification requirements of the Warehouse Tornado Preparedness 
Act. Amended and Passed in the House, and is now in the Senate. The amendment extends the time to obtain certifications, 
exempts building inspectors conducting inspections prior to January 1, 2026 with 5 years’ experience, those accredited 
through an approved apprenticeship program, and others. 

HB 4379 (A. BRIEL) Amends the Equitable Restrooms Act to provide that the owner or operator of each State-owned 
building and the owner or operator of each public building shall ensure that one or more of the public restrooms is designated 
as an adult changing station, with certain requirements. Passed in the House and on 1st Reading in the Senate. 

HB 4489 (A. STAVA) Amends the Construction Site Temporary Restroom Facility Act to change the short title to the 
Construction Site Temporary Restroom Facility and Sanitary Conditions for Menstruation and Lactation Act. Repeals a 
provision which specifies that separate toileting facilities are not required for males and females if individual portable toilet 
facilities are used by an owner of a portable building or building under construction to provide access to a restroom. Other 
provisions.  Re-referred to House Rules. 

HB 4760 (T. MAH) Same as HB 4489.  Re-referred to House Rules. 

SB 3465 (G. GUZMAN) Same as HB 4489 & 4760. Passed the Senate and in the House. 

HB 5366 (M. CANTY) Creates the Illinois Appliance Standards Act. Directs the IEPA to adopt minimum efficiency 
standards for covered products. Provides for testing, certification, and labeling of covered products. Re-referred to House Rules. 

HB 5519 (J. MASON) Amends the Illinois Plumbing License Law. Provides that the Department of Public Health 
shall provide notices to each licensee regarding application for registration on or before July 1 of each year.  Referred to 
House Rules. 

SB 2828 (S. BELT) Provides that an individual performing plumbing inspections shall be licensed under the Illinois 
Plumbing License Law and shall be exempt from the certification requirements of the Warehouse Tornado Preparedness Act. 
Re-referred to Senate Assignments.

Legislative Update
by Bev Potts
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SB 4025 (R. VILLIVALAM) Amends the Environmental Protection Act. Provides that an owner or operator of a 
community water supply that performs at least 4,000 lead service line replacements per year or exceeds a statutorily prescribed 
lead service line replacement rate is exempt from a provision that prohibits partial lead service line replacements.  Other 
provisions.  On 3rd Reading in the House. Deadline extended. 

SB 4063 (L. ELLMAN) Provides that a municipality shall complete its initial plan review within a designated timeframe 
and if they fail to do so, then the applicant may retain a qualified third-party plan reviewer. If a municipality fails to conduct 
a required inspection within 2 business days, then the applicant may retain a qualified third-party inspector. The bill does 
not require inspectors to be licensed plumbers, but requires ICC or IAPMO certification. Referred to Senate Assignments. 

Construction/Business Related Bills:

HB 3762 (E. GONZALEZ, JR.) Creates the Workplace Extreme Temperature Safety Act. Provides that the Director 
of Labor shall adopt rules to establish excessive heat and excessive cold standards. Re-referred to House Rules.  

HB 4076 (J. GORDON-BOOTH) Amends the Paid Leave for All Workers Act. Removes a provision that exempts 
from the Act any employee working in the construction 
industry who is covered by a bona fide collective bargaining 
agreement. Referred to House Rules.

HB 4412 (D. BLAIR-SHERLOCK) Provides that 
the Capital Development Board may enter into contracts and 
manage construction projects pursuant to a public-private 
partnership. Re-referred to House Rules. 

HB 4751 (J. HOFFMAN) Amends the Prevailing 
Wage Act to restore certain provisions of the Act to the form 
in which they existed before Public Act 104-17 took effect. 
Provides that nothing in the Act prohibits the payment of 
wages and fringe benefits for work performed under the 
Act that are paid in accordance with a collective bargaining 
agreement. Effective July 1, 2026. Referred to House Rules. 

HB 4800 (D. VELLA) Creates the Local Government 
Building Permit Act. Provides that the Act only applies to 
units of local government that require a person to obtain a 
permit before they may construct a building. Re-referred 
to House Rules.  

HB 5454 (D. AVELAR) A housing merchant implied 
warranty shall mean that: (1) one year from and after the 
warranty date the home will be free from defects due to a 
failure to have been constructed in a skillful manner; (2) 
two years from and after the warranty date the plumbing, 
electrical, heating, cooling, and ventilation systems will 
be free from defects due to a failure by the builder to have 
installed the systems in a skillful manner; and (3) six years 
from and after the warranty date the home will be free from 
material defects. Referred to House Rules. 

•  ENERGY STAR® Certified - up to 97% thermal efficiency

•  Enhanced Modulation - up to 6:1 turndown ratio 

•   Retrofit Ready - multiple side water connections,  
co  mmon venting

©2026, Bradford White Corporation. All rights reserved. BWPHIL0526

HEAVY-DUTY COMMERCIAL 
MEETS ULTRA EFFICIENCY
eF Series® Turbo Ultra High Efficiency Gas Water Heater
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Ruthless Pragmatism, 
Default Decisions 

& the Rat Tail

It’s 10:47 PM a month ago. On the road, few good options exist to eat. Waffle House, Dennys and 
more than a few gas stations have served me well in the past. But 11pm is usually the desperation 
deadline, and Panera is the only option within miles.

Leaders often make default decisions on the basis of ruthless pragmatism. As in what works now. 
Put the fire out. Get the box checked. One more item done. Got that person out of your face. Worked 
for me in the past so I’m going to “rinse and repeat”. But with great frequency in our industry, 
pragmatism does not always serve us well. Because when we add speed, frustration, urgency or 
old/bad habits it starts to work against us. And often we don’t even see it.

A Fuji apple salad with extra apple chips. I’m the last customer. They’re turning off the lights. 
Sweeping the floors. Wire brushing the grill. The silent efforts of a long shift ending.

One sin of pragmatic default action is my favorite: reactively choosing the least worst option. 
Instead of thinking it through. Sifting for strategy or alternatives. Weighing the action against 
values, interests or longer-term consequences. No. The kick-in factor becomes. F-ck it. I need to 
get this done and over with. And there is where we can do ourselves wrong.

I get my food. It’s actually dark in the restaurant now. The girl is sweeping under my feet. I’m 
chewing fast and politely. She moves over near the front door with her little metal dustbin. And I 
hear a sound from her. It’s weird. And in not a good way.  I look at her. She looks at me. We both 
look at her dustbin. And there it is, a good eight-inch rat tail sticking out. And it’s moving.

The default for many of us, particularly construction field leadership, when faced with those 
obstacles of urgency and old habits becomes; “I’ll just do it myself.” Or a lesser version where you 
start getting over involved. Leading to misalignment of time and effort on your part. And taking 
even more of your valuable time. But worst of all we self-sabotage by not remaining focused on 
staying up at the “leader level” and doing our own jobs instead of just ruthlessly and foolishly 
defaulting to “moving the item” and doing the jobs of others.

By Mark Breslin
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We both now have decisions to make. Strategic or pragmatic? Thoughtful or just expedited? Both 
are not great alternatives. But for sure, the default calls out to move the item. I say, “is that what 
I think it is?”. She just looks at me. I look at my salad, analyzing the likelihood of it having tiny 
rat nuggets as well as apple chips. We both stand up. She walks over to the big trash can inside 
the kitchen. And without a word, dumps the bin, wriggling rat and all. I go back over to my table. 
Stare at it for a second and finish my salad.

We end this “tail” of pragmatic default decision making with three questions for all of you.

1.	 How much of your time, energy, talent, and ability at work do you spend doing other people’s 
jobs?

2.	 How much of that is on you because of urgency, default decision making, old habits, lack 
of trust, poor time management, control issues, impatience, or reactive responses?

3.	 What do you need to do better or differently to balance “strategic pragmatism” with more 
effective leadership decision-making overall?

So, I guess it worked out. Sorta. Yes, I was too hungry to deal with the fact that the place I am 
eating at has rat infestation. So, I decided to eat it anyway and didn’t die. The employee decided 
to expedite the solution by dumping it to become someone else’s problem at some later date, so she 
could go home. Good on her, not so much Panera. And the little furry grey problem? It didn’t go 
away. It actually benefited and grew in scope, as most problems do when addressed with default 
or reactive decisions. Hope he liked the apple chips.
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www.breslin.biz 
Changing Leaders, Changing Lives 

 

 



20    Illinois Master Plumber, May 2026 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brookhill Golf Course 

Rantoul, IL 
June 12, 2026 

Shotgun Start: 12:00 pm 
(Check in at Course by 11:00am) 

 
* $20,000 Hole in One Contest 

* Dinner Provided   * 50/50 Drawing 
* Raffle 

 
Application and Entry Fee must be received by June 5th, 2026. 

Send a copy of this form with your check to the address below 
to submit payment.  

Keep a copy for your records. 
 

$70.00 Entry Fee per golfer includes Golf, Cart and Dinner 

Name: _________________________ Phone # ________________ 

Name: _________________________ Phone # ________________ 

Name: _________________________ Phone # _________________ 

Name: _________________________ Phone # _________________ 
 
Mail to:   
Corey Ireland     
IPEA of Central Illinois     
400 S. Vine St.  
Urbana, IL 61801 
 
Contact Corey Ireland at 217-384-2435 for details or questions 

I.P.E.A. 
of CENTRAL ILLINOIS 

30th ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNDRAISER 

GOLF SCRAMBLE 
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Thank you for supporting our Scholarship Golf Outing 
Fundraiser by choosing to sponsor a hole for $100.00. You 
are always welcome to sponsor multiple holes or make a 

larger donation in kind. Our hole sponsors help make this 
endeavor a success and enable IPEA to award scholarships 

to college bound students sponsored by our association. 
 

Date: June 12, 2026 
Location: Brookhill Golf Course, Rantoul, IL 

 
Sponsor:     

  Donation:  

 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Please submit your donation by June 1stth 
to allow us time to make a sign so you are recognized as a sponsor. 
Send a copy of this form with your check to the following address 

to submit payment.  
Keep a copy for your records. 

 
Corey Ireland 
IPEA of Central Illinois Scholarship Program 
400 S. Vine St.  
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217)384-2435 
 
 

I.P.E.A. 
of CENTRAL ILLINOIS 

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNDRAISER 

HOLE SPONSOR FORM 
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PPLLUUMMBBIINNGG  CCOODDEE  BBOOOOKK  

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  
 

  
  

 

PPLLEEAASSEE  FFIILLLL  OOUUTT  FFOORRMM  CCOOMMPPLLEETTEELLYY..    
WWEE  WWIILLLL  UUSSEE  TTHHIISS  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  TTOO  PPRROOVVIIDDEE  YYOOUU  WWIITTHH  UUPPDDAATTEESS  EELLEECCTTRROONNIICCAALLLLYY..    

 

Name:             

Company:            

Street Address:           

City/State/Zip:           

Email:             

Phone:      _____________________________________________________ 

 
Cost $60.95/Code Book   

(includes tabs, Plumbing License Law, Plumbers Licensing Code,  
Plumbing Contractor Registration Code and  

Lawn Irrigation Contractor & Lawn Sprinkler Code) 
 

 
 
#_________________ of code book(s) X $60.95   
 

Total amount enclosed   $__________________ 
 

Mail form with payment to:   Illinois PHCC 
     821 South Grand Avenue, West  
     Springfield, IL 62704 
      
 

Make checks payable to the Illinois PHCC. 
 

There will be a $40.00 service charge for any checks returned due to insufficient funds. 
 

Questions? Contact the Illinois PHCC at bev@ilphcc.com or shelly@ilphcc.com 

(217) 522-7219 

 



PO Box 5007 
2800 N.E. Adams St. 

Peoria, IL 61601-5007 
309-688-1068 309-688-4120 

Connor Co. has been family owned business since 1936, servicing and building relationships with companies in the 
Plumbing, HVAC, and Industrial PVF industries. Connor Co. has twenty-three locations that work together with  
vendors to provide the best products to our loyal customers. Our customers are the most valued asset to Connor Co.  
By staying committed to our motto “Best Products…Best Prices…Best Service” Connor Co. will continue to    
provide quality products and build customer relationships. 

- Peoria, IL. 61615    

- Springfield, IL 62703 

  - Quincy, IL 62301 
   1209 W. Pioneer Parkway      

   1400 South 9th St. 

     1328 Seminary Rd. 
   PH: 309-693-7229   

   PH: 217-544-9612 

     PH: 217-228-7898 
    
- Macomb, IL 61455   

- Mattoon, IL 61938 

  - Collinsville, IL 62234 
   433 N. Campbell       

   

     #3 Business Center Court 
   PH: 309-833-2148   

   PH: 217-235-4328 

     PH: 618-344-9200 
 
-  Kankakee, IL 60901   

- Bloomington, IL  

   - Decatur, IL 62526 
   1600 Grinnell Road   

   413 E. Oakland Ave. 

     3130 N. Grand Prix Dr. 
   PH: 815-933-6688   

   PH: 309-828-000  

        PH: 217-875-5626 
    
- Urbana, IL 61801   

- Galesburg, IL 61401 

  - Marion, IL 62959 
   1900 N. Lincoln Ave.   

   2315 Grand Ave.  

        801 Skyline Dr. 
   PH: 217-367-7601   

   PH: 309-342-7000 

     PH: 618-993-1031 
 
- Peru, IL 61354    

- McHenry, IL 60051 

  - Jacksonville, IL 62650 
   3 Terminal Road       

   3918 N. Richmond Road 

     630 Brooklyn  Ave. 
   PH: 815-224-1205   

   PH: 815-385-4404 

     PH: 217-243-3411 
 
- Sugar Grove, IL 60554   

- Danville, IL 61832 

  - Freeport, IL 61032 
   694 Heartland Dr.      

   520 E. Fairchild  

        
   PH: 630-466-3284   

   PH: 217-446-1818 

     PH: 815-235-7789 
 
- Moline, IL 61265    

- Rockford, IL 61109 

  - St. Louis, MO 63146 
   4200 46th Ave.     

   3537 Merchandise Dr. 

     2374 Grissom Dr 
   PH: 309-797-3715   

   PH: 815-874-1515 

     PH: 314-994-9799 
  
     

- Terre Haute, IN 47802 

  - Comfort Supply  
     

   2800 S. State Road 63  

     Peoria, IL 61603  
     

   PH: 812-232-3333  

     2800 NE Adams St. 
     

   

     PH: 309-688-4407 
    

“Best Products….Best Prices….Best Service” 

- 
   
   PH: 765-448-4553  

Lafayette, IN 47905
851 Farabee Court 

-

   PH: 765-659-5780

Frankfort, IN 46041
1599 McKinley Ave

-

   PH: 765-362-0481

Crawfordsville, IN 47933

1201 W. Galena Ave

1421 Old State Road 2300 Indianapolis Road
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